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The Bay Theatre Company, the not-for-profit professional theater of Annapolis, concludes its 2006-2007 season with the British comedy, Table Manners, from The Norman Conquests trilogy by playwright, Alan Ayckbourn.  Picture the English countryside in summer, birds singing, gardens abloom – and a fox in the hen house.  A foiled tryst turns into an awkward family reunion, as Norman, an errant but endearing husband, fumbles his way to conquest.  Quirky characters, bizarre situations, witty repartee, and all-too-recognizable family patterns, combine to produce an uproarious escapade in Table Manners.
Annie, the lonely and disheveled youngest of three, cares for her bedridden, but feisty, mother, in the family’s decaying childhood home, her only real company a socially backward veterinarian, Tom.  On the pretext of a getaway, Annie asks her brother, Reg, to come stay with their mother.  When Reg’s wife, Sarah, a stay-at-home mom who needs to keep order, discovers the truth about Annie’s plans, her intervention triggers a medley of family encounters, all centering around Annie and Reg’s brother-in-law, Norman.  Married to Ruth, the oldest sib, Norman is an underachieving assistant librarian whose disarming masculine charm and insatiable need for love keeps the family on its toes, and the audience in gales of laughter.
The Bay Theatre production features the talents of four members of Actors’ Equity, the union of professional actors and stage managers in the U.S.  Returning from last year’s production of Tartuffe, Janet Luby,* Associate Artistic Director and co-founder of The Bay Theatre, and Nigel Reed,* a Helen Hayes award winner from Columbia, Maryland, perform the roles of Annie and Norman.  Kim-Scott Miller* of Alexandria, Virginia, who appeared in this season’s A Man of No Importance, plays Tom.  Peter Boyer* of Ellicott City, Maryland makes his Bay Theatre debut as Reg.  Allyson Tierney, seen in the Bay Theatre production of The Sneeze, portrays Sarah, and CeCe Newbrough of Annapolis, joins Bay Theatre for the first time in the role of Ruth.  Lucinda Merry-Browne, Bay Theatre Artistic and Managing Director, directs.
Table Manners opens Friday, April 27 and plays through June 2, 2007.  Tickets are $22 for general admission, $17 for students (with student ID) and seniors (age 65 or over).  Gift certificates and group rates are available.  Performances are held weekly on Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and Sundays at 3:00 p.m.  Four additional evening shows will be offered at 8:00 p.m. on Thursdays, starting May 10 and running through May 31; Thursday, May 10 will be “pay what you can” night.  A matinee will be offered on Saturday, June 2 at 3:00 p.m. in addition to the closing 8:00 p.m. performance.  Post-show discussions with the director and actors are planned for the matinees on April 29 and May 20, and there is a complimentary reception opening night.  Tickets may be purchased online (www.baytheatre.org) or reserved by email (reserve@baytheatre.org) or phone (410) 268-1333.  MasterCard, Visa and Discover are accepted.  
The theatre is located on the lower level of the West Garrett office building, 275 West Street, Annapolis.  Ample free parking is available in the West Garrett garage on Amos Garrett Boulevard.  For driving directions, visit The Bay Theatre website (www.baytheatre.org) or call (410) 268-1333.  Handicapped access is available; please call in advance to arrange.
This production is made possible through the generous support of the Macquilliam Organization, owner of 275 West Garrett LLC, Lou Hyatt, Skip Gardiner, Roy Morauer, M&T Bank, the Arts Council of Anne Arundel County, the Maryland State Arts Council, the City of Annapolis, and Anne Arundel County.

The Bay Theatre Company is a non-profit professional theater company and studio in Annapolis, Maryland.  Tucked away in the lower level of the West Garrett office building, the intimate, off-Broadway style house is in its fifth season.  The Bay Theatre Company’s goal is to offer exciting productions that leave audiences thinking and transformed by the experience of the play.  It exists as an artistic force in the community, providing opportunities for artists to work and a source of theater education for all ages.
*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association.

